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Vaccine Policy Statement

s W timly belicve in e cffcetivencss of vaceines o provent serios
illepess unel fo save lives,

s W lirmly beliove in the salety ol our voccines,

w We lrmly believe thut all ehildren ind young alulis shonld receive all
of the recommended vaceines zceording o the schedule published by the
Certers loe Dhiseise Contol amd Prevermson ad the American Avadeny
of Pediatrics.

a We firmly belicve. hesed on all available liertune, cvidence. and
vurmenl stiedies, M vaccines die oot conse mnism or other developmental
disahifitics. We firmly belicve that thimerosal. a preservative that has
been i ovaccings lor decades and remains in some vacelnes, docs not
ciuse ulism or olher developmental disabililfes.

m Wi il believe thal veccmaling chililren and voung wdulls may be
the single most imporant health-promaoting imervention we perliim e
Beallh cire provicers, and thal yon can perform as parenisicarcgivers, [he
recommended vaccines and their schedule given are the resulls of yeurs
i) vears ol schentilie studly pod date gathering on millions of children In
thousands of our brighicst
physiciins,

s jsls arl

Thiese (hings being suil, we recognize (ot there s always begn amd will
Tikely abways be controversy surmoumding vaceinaiion, Indecd. Benjamin
Franhlin. persvaded by bis brother, was opposed o soadlpos vaecioe
until seientilic data eonvineed hin otherwise. Tragically, he had delayed
inoculaling his frvorite son Prmkov, el contracted smalipos and died ot
the aoe of 4, lcaving Bon with o lifctme of guill sned remurse, Qunoting
M. Fromklin's autobiography:

“Fo 1736, inst ome of mv sons, a fine bay of fier vewrs odd, b the
secelfpne.. d dorg regretivd hatterly, ond sill regrer e 1 had rot
given i o fiems Gy imocadertiose. This §msantion e the soke of porents
wihar st tha operotion, o the sappositien thar they shoesld never
frrgive theelves i o ohild died arder it v enaeple sluoving tha
e roeret i be the same eitirer way, sid i, therctore, the sifer
shitnelel e clmanen,

The vaccine campaign is truly a victim of ity own suggess, 10 precisely
hecatse vaceines are 5o offcerive ar preventing iflness that we are even
discussing whether or nol they should b piven. Because of vaccines.
mamy of vou have nover scen a child with polic. tetanns, whoping
cough. bueterdsl meningitis, oo even chickenpox, or knawn 2 Ffricnd or
{arnily member whose child dicd of one of these diseases. Such smcuess

can make ws complacent or even lazy about vaccimaling, Dut such an
antitude, {18 becomes widespread. can valy lead 1o iragic resules,

Cwver the '|'l;1~|J several YEAIS, many peuple in |"-'Hﬂ=llﬂ' have shosen not Lo
vaceimate their children with the MME vaceine aller poblication of an
unfounded suspicion (later retructed) than the vaceine caused autism, As
resull of underimmunization. there have been small vutbreaks of measles
and several deaths from complications ol measles In Europe over the pust
seviiral veirs,

Furlhermore, by ool vaccinating your child you are taking sclfish
advanmee of thousands of others who do vaccmale their children.
which decrenses the likeliboed that vour ehild will contract one of these
Jisenses, We feel such an antitude to be sell-centerad and unaceepizble.

We are muking you aware of these facts not lo scre you of eoeroe
vou. but w emphasize the imporance of vaccinating vour child. We
rectmive that the choice may be a very emolional one for some
parcnts. We will do evervthing we can Lo convinee you 1
vaceinaling according to the schedule is the right thing 1o do
However, should vou have doubts, please discuss these with your
healih care provider in advance of your ¥isit [n some cuses, we
may  alter the schedule 0 accommaodate parental concems or
teservations, Please be advised, however, that delaving or
“breaking up the vaccines™ o give one or two at a time over two
or nure visits gocs against expert recommendations, and can pur
your child ot risk for serious illness (or even death) and goes
asainst our medical advice as providers ai |Your practice name
here]. Such wdditionad visits will require dditional o-pays on sour
part. Furihermore, please realize that you will be reguired to sign a
“Refesy] 0 Vaceinale™ ackoowledgemenl in (he event of lensthy

delays.

Fimally. it vou should absclulely refise 1o vacoinate your child despiie all
our efors we will ask vou @ find another health care provider who
shares your vicws, We do mol keep a list of such providers, nor would we
recommend any such physician. Pleass recognize that by nol vaccinating
vont e pulting your child at unnecessory fisk Tor life-threatening illncss
andl disability, and even death.

As medical professionals, we feel very strongly thar vaccinating children
on sehedule with currently availahle vaccines s absolulely the right thing
w do fow all children and voung adolts. Thank vou for your Lims in
rending Lhis policy. und please feel free Lo discuss any guestions o
concerns you may have about vaceines with any onc of us.



